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tive, and of his rank, she hesitated. One Saturday, early in Feb-
ruary., she signed a warrant for his execution on the Monday,
Suddenly, on Sunday late in the night, she sent for Burghley in
great distress and insisted on a warrant being made out that
night to postpone it.' God's will be fulfilled/ he wrote,c and aid
her Majesty to do herself good.' His friends were equally upset.
Hunsdon was amazed at the Queen's carelessness of herself.
'The world knows her to be wise, and surely there cannot be a
greater point of wisdom than for any to be careful of their own
estate, and especially the preservation of their own life. How
much more needful is it for her Majesty to take heed, upon
whose life depends a whole commonwealth, the utter ruin of the
whole country and the utter subversion of religion. And if by
negligence or womanish pity these things happen, what she
hath to answer for to God, she herself knows/ At the end of
February there was once more decision, once more recession.
On 9 April she signed another warrant. On the eleventh at two
in the morning Burghley received a note, written in her own
hand, to say that the hind part of her head - the seat of the affec-
tions - would not trust the forward side of the same. The execu-
tion must be countermanded. She shrank from the irrevocable
stroke of death.

Inevitably, as a result of the Plot, a. change came over Eliza-
beth's attitude to Mary. Ridolfi's messenger was arrested just
after she had sent the Scottish commissioners back to Scotland
to obtain powers for Mary's restoration. The negotiations were
stopped, and when the full extent of the Plot was revealed,
Elizabeth abandoned her policy. No longer, she declared, would
she talk of restoring Mary, either to rule alone or jointly with
her son; never would she allow her to be at liberty, with power
to repeat such practices against her. Step by step Elizabeth had
been driven from the political theory of the schoolmen of her
faith - a theory given full-blooded expression in a remarkable
sermon recently preached by one of Mary's supporters, the
Bishop of Galloway: c Saint David was a sinner, and so is she.
Saint David was an adulterer, and so is she. Saint David com-
mitted murder in skying Uriah for his wife, and so did she. ...